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Digital Community Heritage Working Group

To research digital community heritage 
initiatives in the context of 
- Open access
- Inclusive digital transformation
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MISSION



Methodology
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https://cc-digital-community-heritage.pubpub.org/survey 

SURVEY

https://cc-digital-community-heritage.pubpub.org/survey
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https://cc-digital-community-heritage.pubpub.org/typology 

TYPOLOGY

https://cc-digital-community-heritage.pubpub.org/typology


DEFINITIONS

What do we mean by community initiatives? 

● Community-driven initiatives led by communities and their members;

● Community-fueled initiatives led by GLAMs who seek community 
members as active partners 

● Community-oriented initiatives can be initiated and mediated by GLAMs 
that orient their collections around community interests
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          Place
(bounding based on locality, and further 
categorised into city, region, and country)

i 

          Commonality
(bounding around a commonality, and further 
categorised into cultural, interest, and 
practice)

ii. 
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BROAD CATEGORIES OF 
COMMUNITY TYPES



i. Allowing user contribution

ii.
Use οf open licences/ 
openness to creative reuse

iii
Inclusion of open-source 
software or tools
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IDENTIFYING LEVELS 
OF  OPENNESS



i. Allowing user contribution

ii.
Use οf open licences/ 
openness to creative reuse

iii
Inclusion of open-source 
software or tools
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IDENTIFYING LEVELS 
OF  OPENNESS

> ● Allows for public 
contributions (tagging, 
transcribing, etc.) 

● Allows for public upload 

● Allows for public 
collaborative 
involvement



Analysis: Making 
sense of the data
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The selected 27 international digital community heritage initiatives

https://cc-digital-community-heritage.pubpub.org/initiatives
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https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7384693 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7384693
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Categorisations of the 27 digital community heritage initiatives: i. Based on their digital community heritage type and ii. 
Based on their relation to GLAM. See the interactive data visualisation.

https://public.tableau.com/views/DigitalCommunityHeritageandOpenAccess/Fig_1?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link


Treemap view of the types of communities. See the interactive data visualisation.

https://public.tableau.com/shared/28W2TBSH8?:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link


Map view of the number of initiatives 
and their distribution on the 
geographical map. See the interactive 
data visualisation.
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https://public.tableau.com/shared/QZMD2QX8Q?:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/shared/QZMD2QX8Q?:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link


Aggregated view of the 10-category typology and the number of initiatives in each category. 
See the interactive data visualisation.
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Community
Archiving

https://public.tableau.com/views/DigitalCommunityHeritageandOpenAccess/Numberofinitiativespertypology?:language=en-US&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/DigitalCommunityHeritageandOpenAccess/Numberofinitiativespertypology?:language=en-US&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link


Case-by-case view 
combining the 
10-category 
typology with 
“allowing user 
contribution”. Most 
initiatives in citizen 
science/crowdsourci
ng, folksonomy and 
joint curation allow 
user contribution. 
See the interactive 
data visualisation.

https://public.tableau.com/views/DigitalCommunityHeritageandOpenAccess/Typologyperinitiativeusercontribution?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/DigitalCommunityHeritageandOpenAccess/Typologyperinitiativeusercontribution?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/DigitalCommunityHeritageandOpenAccess/Typologyperinitiativeusercontribution?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link


Case-by-case view combining the categories of “starting year” and their overall openness score. Deep blue and 
long bars indicate higher openness. See the interactive data visualisation.

https://public.tableau.com/views/DigitalCommunityHeritageandOpenAccess/WholeopennessspectrumassessmentCreativereuseopen-sourceusercontribution?:language=en-US&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link


List with initiatives open to creative reuse, dark blue indicates the most open to creative reuse and light blue the 
least open. The majority of initiatives most open to creative reuse are community-fueled. See the interactive data 
visualisation.

https://public.tableau.com/views/DigitalCommunityHeritageandOpenAccess/OpentocreativereuseDigitalcommunityheritagetype?:language=en-US&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/DigitalCommunityHeritageandOpenAccess/OpentocreativereuseDigitalcommunityheritagetype?:language=en-US&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link


Insights
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Insight No. 
Community Engagement through 
place and commonality

1
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         the power of place
- A single country: Ukraine, Chile, Hungary, Israel, Nigeria, 

Estonia, Denmark

- A region: The French part of Switzerland, a U.S. state

- A particular city or neighbourhood (Rotterdam, Harlem)

a.  
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 Topotheque collaborative portal Fortepan.us collaborative portal



Historypin micro-histories Reporting Wildlife Crime extreme local engagement
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         the power of commonality
- Shared common interests

- A common culture

- Shared practices

b. 
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Shared Common Interests
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Patrimonio Mapuche de Pukon

Open Siddur

Basjkieren

       Common Culture
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Archipelago Network

Art Pluriverse Community Science Series

Shared Practices (Traditional Knowledge and Intangible Heritage)



Queering the Map  combines place and commonality
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Insight No. 

Enhancing Community Agency: 
working outside of GLAMs 
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         nonGLAM, community-driven
- Represent diverse and under-reported communities

- Are incubators of community agency

- Are harnessing software and digital capabilities

a.  
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         the role of “In Betweens”
- Cooperative portals that exist In Between the GLAM and 

communities

- Community-fueled

b. 
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Fortepan
(Hungary)

Fortepan.us
(Iowa, U.S.)

Dokuforte
   (Israel)

Ajapaik
(Estonia)

Topotheque
(Global)

Enterrano
Chile

Historypin
(Global)

NotreHistoire
(Switzerland)
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Insight No. 3
 

Inspiring Openness in Digital 
Community Heritage
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The most open initiatives are
            community-fueled

a.  
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a.             Open initiatives tend to be 
oriented around crowdsourcing, 
folksonomy, joint curation and 
community archiving

b. 



Digital Community Heritage 
and Open Access

● Data-driven study (long version)
(https://doi.org/10.21428/9eb74dbf.0c46e6be)

● Report (short version) 
(https://medium.com/creative-commons-we-like-to-sha
re/digital-community-heritage-and-open-access-7e347
7ef2131)
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https://doi.org/10.21428/9eb74dbf.0c46e6be
https://medium.com/creative-commons-we-like-to-share/digital-community-heritage-and-open-access-7e3477ef2131
https://medium.com/creative-commons-we-like-to-share/digital-community-heritage-and-open-access-7e3477ef2131
https://medium.com/creative-commons-we-like-to-share/digital-community-heritage-and-open-access-7e3477ef2131
https://medium.com/creative-commons-we-like-to-share/digital-community-heritage-and-open-access-7e3477ef2131


Digital Community Heritage 
and Open Access

Dr. Gireesh Kumar T.K.: Hindi
Liz Oyangu: Swahili
Rock Hung 洪大超 and Lucien C.H. Lin - 林誠夏": 
Traditional Chinese
María R. Osuna Alarcón: Spanish
Nicolas Pettiaux: French
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https://medium.com/creative-commons-we-like-to-share/%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%AA%E0%A5%8B%E0%A4%B0%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%9F-%E0%A4%A1%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%9C%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%9F%E0%A4%B2-%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%81%E0%A4%A6%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%AF%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%95-%E0%A4%B5%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%A4-%E0%A4%94%E0%A4%B0-%E0%A4%96%E0%A5%81%E0%A4%B2%E0%A4%BE-%E0%A4%85%E0%A4%AD%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%97%E0%A4%AE-f338dde5ec9b
https://medium.com/creative-commons-we-like-to-share/ripoti-urithi-wa-jamii-ya-kidijitali-na-ufikiaji-wazi-1ef312dd1708
https://medium.com/creative-commons-we-like-to-share/cc%E5%A0%B1%E5%91%8A-%E6%95%B8%E4%BD%8D%E7%A4%BE%E7%BE%A4%E6%96%87%E5%8C%96%E8%B3%87%E7%94%A2%E8%88%87%E9%96%8B%E6%94%BE%E8%BF%91%E7%94%A8-c8fb74f68873
https://medium.com/creative-commons-we-like-to-share/informe-cc-patrimonio-comunitario-digital-y-acceso-abierto-af314c33be7
https://medium.com/creative-commons-we-like-to-share/rapport-cc-patrimoine-communautaire-num%C3%A9rique-et-acc%C3%A8s-libre-13da337dce4a


THANK 
YOU!

Cite study as: 
Ziku, M., & Fabos, B. (2022). Digital Community Heritage 

and Open Access. CC Open Culture Working Group 
Digital Community Heritage. 
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