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Background and Context

What challenges does cultural heritage face? 

Climate change, health crises, armed conflicts… 
and copyright?



Five key actions

1. Protect the public domain from erosion
2. Reduce the term of copyright protection
3. Legally allow necessary activities of cultural 

heritage institutions
4. Shield cultural heritage institutions from liability
5. Ensure respect, equity, and inclusivity



1. Protect the public domain from erosion

● Faithful reproductions of public domain materials 
must not be encumbered by technical, financial, 
legal or contractual restrictions.

● Offer a mechanism to challenge and contest an 
objectʼs status as rightfully in the public domain



2. Reduce the term of copyright protection

● Reduce the term of protection.
● Render protection dependent on registration (or 

other formality).
● Resist proposals to extend the terms of copyright 

any further than they currently are.
● Make it as easy as possible to determine works as 

orphaned.



3. Legally allow necessary activities of cultural heritage 
institutions
● Enable cultural heritage institutions to reproduce and 

make copyright protected heritage available for use 
and reuse by the public for noncommercial purposes.

● Permit all necessary activities that allow users to 
make use of heritage for non-commercial purposes 
and to use heritage to participate in public discourse.



4. Shield cultural heritage institutions from liability

● Remove liability for cultural heritage institutions 
acting in good faith.

● Create a safe harbor to allow cultural heritage 
institutions to legally carry out their activities



5. Ensure respect, equity, and inclusivity

● consider additional legal, ethical or contractual 
restrictions that may govern the conditions of access, 
use and reuse;

● acknowledge that access and reuse restrictions might 
be justified for ethical reasons;

● engage and liaise with source communities, and 
● clearly communicate and educate users about the 

terms of use and reuse.




